where on the hill the slightest appearance of a swamp
'or marsh.
An abundant supply of excellent water is at all
seasons procurable either from wells, or from the
small streamlets, which traverse the hills in various
directions, several of which retain their water
during the whole of the hot season. It is generally
to be reached by digging to a depth of from ten
to forty feet.
Very little cultivation exists as yet at this station,
there being only a few small patches of ploughed
ground, on which are grown the common grains of
the Deccan. Within the last two years, however,
there has been a very considerable increase of the
cultivation of potatoes, which are found to be of finer
quality than any that have been produced elsewhere
m Western India. A plentiful supply of all the com-
mon culinary vegetables of the best description can
be procured at reasonable rates.
Botany.
The general absence of forest trees gives, at first
sight, an appearance of bareness to the table land of
the hills, A few groups and avenues of fine trees
decorate some portions of the main road, the line of
which they follow with so much regularity as to con-
vey the impression of their having been planted for
the express purpose of shade and ornament. They
consist principally of the Calyptranthes caryophyllifoHa
(Jambool), by far the commonest tree all over the
table land; the Memecylon ramiflorum (Arjun), which
looks very beautiful at all seasons, with its small